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Biography  

This popular & distinctive band has been proving its talent, 
professionalism, and versatility within cities like Hamilton, Mississauga, 
Sault Ste Marie, Sudbury, Ottawa, Perth, Streetsville & Burlington. 
André & The J-Tones are reaching beyond their scope to offer crowds 
their gift of enjoyable music and entertainment 

Formed in 2004, André Bisson the front man, first had the idea of 
forming a rhythm & blues band while attending the Applied Music 
Program at Mohawk College in Hamilton, Ontario. It was there he was 
able to find some of the best musicians in the city that were all devoted 
and hard working professionals, who all shared the love of the music.  

The Band André & the J-Tones consists of six members: André 
Bisson, Dan Rodrigues, Mike Rowell, Anthony Giles, Kevin Matthews, 
and Loretta Hale. Everyone in the band brings there own unique twist 
to the groups sound, allowing the band to have a great following. 
Andreôs vocals have the power of Wilson Pickett as well as the gentle 
sound of Otis Redding and Sam Cooke. Danôs guitar playing has the 
great funk styling of James Brown mixed with the dirty blues of Stevie 
Ray Vaughn. Mikeôs bass lines are influenced by motownôs 
great James Jamerson. Kevinôs saxophone playing delivers the 
immense talent of James Brown's Saxophonist Maceo Parker. Loretta 
hits you with the bright ñin your face" sound of Blues Brothers Alan 
Rubin, and Anthony Giles has the solid rhythm of Tower of Powerôs 
David Garibaldi.  This combination of skilled players allows the band to 
have tight horn lines as well as a heavy groove in the rhythm 
section making everyone in the room sit up and listen. 
  
Since the band has been together they have been consistently building 
a following and bringing in large crowds to venues and festivals such 
as Royal Botanical Gardens, Royal Hamilton Yacht Club, The Old 
Powerhouse, The Lionheart, Perth Garlic Festival (Lions Club), Sault 
Ste Marie and Bruce Mines Canada Day Event, Rotary Lobsterfest in 
Mississauga, Hamilton Mustard Festival, and Burlingtonôs Rotary 
Ribfest. These venues will book the band for months in advance after 
hearing the amazing sound and seeing the dedicated musicianship 
each member brings, as well as the crowd that tends to follow the band 
where ever they play. 
 
Besides the fact that the band is made up of extremely talented 
musicians, there is an other element that makes the band successful; 
professionalism. Even though the members are in there early twenties, 
they all have quite a bit of experience in the business. Everyone is 
punctual, polite and very considerate of the venues that they play in. 
We help with marketing by making posters, postcards to pass out, 
contacting local newspapers, television and radio stations to help make 
each event a success. These are the qualities that come to mind when 
hearing the name André & the J-Tones. 
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